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This is in response to your recent request for clarification concerning the sale of aftermarket
converters for use on OBDII vehicles.

At the present time, the aftermarket converter policy does not specifically address the sale and/or
use of aftermarket converters for OBDII vehicles. Therefore, at this time, my opinion is that companies can
market and install aftermarket converters if they meet all the requirements of our policy, specify that their

use will meet the requirements of the policy for these type of vehicles, specify which specific vehicles they
can be used on, and provide the required warranty for the required time periods. The required aftermarket
converter warranty should cover any converters in which the MIL illuminates because of a catalyst failure
so manufacturers should only market aftermarket converters for those vehicles which are also good enough
that the catalyst monitor will not detect a problem for the required 25,000 mile performance period. Thus,
the liability for a catalyst failure within the required warranty period would be on the converter manufacturer
and the installer if they market or install the aftermarket converters for those applications.

There are still restrictions that aftermarket converters can only be installed on vehicles under
certain limited circumstances such as only after the emissions control warranty (8/80 for catalysts on 1995
and newer vehicles) expires, etc. Therefore, at this time, | see a limited need for these installations.
However, this will obviously be more of an issue in the future.

I hope this responds to your questions. Please feel free to contact me if you have further
questions, comments, or suggestions concerning this issue.

Sincerely,

Steve Albrink
& Certification & Compliance Division

Office of Transportation and Air Quality
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OBDII BY DESIGN"~ Catalytic Converters

The Right Choice For Today’s
Complex OBDII Systems

STANDARD DUTY CATALYTIG CONVERTER OBD Il ENGINEERED CATALYTIC CONVERTER

THREE-WAY No/Air Catalytic Converters have been the automotive standard THREE-WAY No/Air OBD Il BY DESIGN US-EPA COMPLIANT
converter since the compliance to U.S. EPA criteria was established in the Catalytic Converters are efficient at the oxidation of HC's and
Mid 1980s. They are efficient at catalyzing HC’s, CO, and NOx. These con- CO, and very efficient at the reduction of NOx, storing O, and
verters reduce NOx, then use the released O to oxidize the remaining HC, the steady release of O: into the exhaust stream.

and CO in the exhaust. HO, CO,, O,, and N, are produced as by-products.

Designed to deal with
the specific demands
of today’s OBD Il engine
operating systems and
emission gas levels.

Adequate for use with
1980’s to mid 1990’s
engine operating
systems and engine
exhaust gas levels.
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California OBD Il application catalog.
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